ASHT Sample Letter

Donald Berwick, M.D.

Administrator

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Department of Health and Human Services

Attention: CMS-1503-P

P.O. Box 8013

Baltimore, MD 21244-8013

Dear Dr. Berwick:

As an occupational/physical  therapy practitioner, I have serious concerns regarding the proposed

Medicare Physician Fee Schedule rule for 2011, published by the Centers for Medicare &

Medicaid Services in the July 13,2010 Federal Register (CMS-1503-09). CMS proposes a

Multiple Procedure Payment Reduction (MPPR) policy for outpatient therapy services that

would result in severe payment cuts to medically necessary occupational therapy, physical

therapy and speech-language pathology services for Medicare beneficiaries.

     These cuts are completely arbitrary, and could not come at a worse time. Fee schedule

cuts of more than 21.3% due to the sustainable growth rate formula (SGR) will take effect in

December absent Congressional action, therapy exceptions to the caps expire in December, and

we are already trying to comply with the many other Medicare changes.

     Deep cuts - estimated by CMS itself to be about 12-13% - at this time of economic

hardship threaten the ability to serve Medicare patients and could force occupational and physical therapy 

practices to consider closing their doors or dropping out of the Medicare program. 

Summary of Proposed Cost Reduction:   23.5% reduction in Physician Fee Schedule




                          12.0% multiple code reduction

                                                                  6.1% annual reduction

                                                                  41.6% total of proposed changes

      Lastly, the proposed rule does not distinguish between the therapies and reduces practice

expense (PE) payments to all when they are provided on the same day. The interventions

fumished by and equipment used by occupational and physical therapists are distinct from other therapies.

     I strongly oppose the proposed MPPR policy based on these significant concerns and

urge CMS to withdraw it from the rule.

Signed,

Letter Submission Instructions

You may submit your comments to CMS in one of two ways: (1) electronically through the government’s website, or (2) via regular mail.  They must be received by August 24, 2010.

1. Electronically:  Go to www.regulations.gov and type ID number “CMS-2010-0205-0002” into the search box to locate the 2010 Physician Fee Schedule proposed rule.  Once the correct proposed rule appears, click “Submit a Comment” on the right side of the screen.  (You may submit your comments by copy and pasting into the text box, or by uploading a Word file.)

2. Regular mail:  Send your comments to the following address –

Donald Berwick, M.D.

Administrator

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Department of Health and Human Services

Attention: CMS–1503–P

P.O. Box 8013

Baltimore, MD 21244–8013

Note: The letter below may be personalized or edited by you. We suggest after the third paragraph, you insert a few personal success stories illustrating the benefits of OT, such as patients that returned home from SNFs after receiving outpatient OT; Changes to quality of life - being able to participate in community activities; reduced need for caregivers; improvements in cognitive abilities.  These need not be Medicare related stories--just stories about the effect of OT .

